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THE PARKER SCHOOL "COUNTY FAIR" 

Flora J. Cooke 1 

One province of education is to give the spirit of co-operation its 
opportunity and its scope to grow, to flower, and to bear its perfect 
fruit. 

"The Parker School Fair" stimulates children, parents and teachers 
to many types of creative expression. If we were to select from our 
school the three community projects which are most delightful to chil- 
dren and most educative in their influence we should place the Christmas 
Toy Shop first, the May Day Festival second, and the Parker Fall Fair 
third on the list. 2 

The Fair is known in the School as the "Parker County Fair" 
because we called it that in the early days when it was primarily a 
harvest festival — an annual device for exhibiting and disposing of our 
garden crop. In those happy years there was no great apartment build- 
ings to cut off the sun or shadow our grounds and the school garden was 
a much greater success than it can be now. 

But there has always been another feature in the Fair which is the 
one now most emphasized, that is, the exhibits resulting from our sum- 
mer experiences, travel, and occupations. We are all expected to bring 
back from our summer vacation, to share with each other, some tangible 
evidence of our happiest activities and enterprises. The Fall Fair has 
proved to be a most effective incentive and focus to our children for the 
expression of their wide range of interests. Anything they have enjoyed 
or any new thing they have learned to do during the summer which has 
been given a tangible form of expression is welcomed in this exhibit. 
The Fair with its exhibits is a heart-warming sight to those of us who 
would have wholesome interests and occupations crowd out the prevail- 
ing exciting entertainments which tend to attract the attention and fill 
the leisure hours of our young people. This fall carnival also gives 
opportunity for the creative expression of the special interests, skills, 
and talents of teachers, alumni, and parents and this adult co-operative 
feature adds greatly to the inspiration of the day. The room set apart 
for this part of the exhibit is usually well filled with beautiful and 
artistic work. 

In the main exhibit which is open to all pupils from the youngest 
to the oldest in the school are collections of all sorts: stamps, coins, 
musical instruments, radio apparatus, wireless sets, boat models, etc. 
When these exhibits are too large for the main room space they are 

1 This article appeared previously in Progressive Education, Vol. VI, No. 1, 
and has been slightly re-edited for use in this publication. 

2 For description of Top Shop see Year Book, 'I, 1S6. For description of 
May Day see p. ISO of this volume. 
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given a special room where interested people may go to study any par- 
ticularly good or varied collection. 

The little girls always have a doll exhibit. Any doll is eligible pro- 
vided she represents some real effort on the part of her small exhibitor. 

A large space is always needed for the student-taken photographs, 
paintings, color work and design, clay models, metal work, jewelry, 
original songs, poetry. There are usually many bound illustrated books 
of wild flowers, of various regions; books of trees, pressed leaves, etc., 
books describing sectional industries in full detail; books of original 
plays, etc. 

A third type of collection in the exhibit is the out-crop of the 
year's needle work: garments, embroideries, beautiful weaving, knitted 
articles, basketry, etc. 

The cooking department exhibit includes pupil- and parent-made 
cakes, cookies, candy, bread, preserves, jellies, pickles, etc. 

The entire exhibit is divided into three main sections — one which 
observers may examine and enjoy only with their eyes; a second, com- 
posed of miscellaneous articles which have been made for sale. In this 
connection there is a refreshment room which utilizes the eatables which 
have been made for the occasion and in this room tea, coffee and cocoa, 
cake and sandwiches are served by the social committee of the day. 
This is a very popular and profitable department where old and young 
may rest and chat with their friends. 

There is always an attractive flower booth where growing plants 
and bulbs are sold. 

All the money made this day goes into the mending of shoes which 
are brought in by the children, which they have outgrown or discarded. 
These are repaired and distributed to three philanthropic institutions, — 
Hull House, Chicago Commons, and the Urban League. Needy school 
children in these neighborhoods are fitted with these shoes and there are 
usually about two hundred pairs repaired with the proceeds of the Fair. 
An industrial league workshop co-operates by doing the mending at cost. 

Sometimes troubadours dressed in fancy costumes with musical 
instruments wander in and out of the rooms giving life and gaiety to the 
function by singing appropriate songs or giving, with a dramatic "Hear 
ye! Hear ye!" accompaniment, the necessary announcements. 

The third main section of the Fair includes many types of enter- 
tainments which vary from year to year. A feature of this entertain- 
ment group is a series of "side-shows" with an admission fee of five 
cents. These include the pupil-made movies, puppet shows, magic 
entertainments, or any other enterprise which the children devise which 
can pass the censorship of the Fair committee as being "worth while." 

But of all the departments, the "Pet Show" is perhaps the most 
enjoyable and popular. It also has an entrance fee of five cents. Last 
year it included twenty-eight dogs, many birds, hens, cats, rabbits, and 
snakes. In other years when good weather permitted us to hold this 
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part of the Fair out of doors we have had entered a much larger number 
of pets, often including a pony which added to the joy of the little 
children and through "five-cent rides" greatly increased the coffers of 
the shoe fund. Every pet cared for by a child or which could perform 
some trick with a child, received a "blue ribbon" because every pet, as 
a matter of course, is the "best one" from the point of view of its 
owner. The blue ribbon is the only tangible kind of award that is given 
or needed. It is one of the tenets of progressive education, is it not, 
that extraneous rewards and prizes are wholly unnecessary? To give a 
child a gold star for going to Sunday School makes one suspect the 
value of the Sunday School and it seems to me that stars and rolls of 
honor are quite as out of place in a school where children understand 
the value of the work they are doing and delight in it. 

Each grade has a period during the morning of the Fair Day to 
decide upon which exhibits from the class deserve special mention or 
recognition. This award is made on the basis of effort alone and there 
is usually a Morning Exercise given to call the attention of the school 
to the best exhibits. 

Last year one boy whose father has been around the world exhib- 
ited a most interesting collection of the flags of forty nations which he 
himself had made and mounted. Another boy has exhibited each year 
for the last three years a self-made radio set, each year showing a great 
increase over the year before — in his knowledge and skill. 

Some boys this year hoped to have ready for this day (and have 
completed since) their amateur broadcasting apparatus by which they 
could broadcast from their homes to the school. 

Immediately after the Fair, suggestions for its improvement are 
made yearly by both pupils and faculty. 

Altogether this day set apart by the school community for working 
and playing together forms a most wholesome incentive to many kinds 
of creative expression. It gives us one of the happiest afternoons of all 
the school year in the pleasure of sharing our hobbies with each other 
and tends to culminate in ever better and more satisfying achievement. 
It shows the truth of Colonel Parker's great quotation: "The explana- 
tion of human life is that it gives, and just in proportion to the value of 
that which it gives, it grows." 1 

1 For early form of County Fair in the school, from which this larger idea is 
sprung see Year Book, IV, p. 24 



